Heroes are They…

Course Outline


This is a sample outline of a weekend class I taught using the play.  I added it as a file for all the plays so it can be used as reference although the filenames only match the material used in the “Heroes are they” play.
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7th and 8th grade class outline.

Summary:

The primary focus of the scripts is for the education of the students.  That the parents are willing to watch, gives an even further emphasis for the students to read.

This play runs about 1 hour.  Feel free to modify it as required.  But be conscious that practically every line is a quote from the Writings, so adding your own words to a quote or rephrasing the quote might change to purpose of studying the quotes as written in their pure form.  It may be better to delete entire sentences and phrases.
The students are less exited (can sit still for awhile) in the mornings.  So usually the morning sessions are used for discussion and study.  In the afternoon the students are usually more energetic (after lunch and play time) and this time is used for practicing, and costumes.

At times the class may seem to be disorganized and loud.  Don’t worry about this. The first couple of years it seemed like they would not be ready.  But when it’s show time, the students always seem to pull through.

Before each scene, I have a discussion on the elements of the scene.  For example: What does it mean to be a hero?  What is the battle?  I use quotes from the play.  Discussions such as our own inner battles; conquering the hearts of men, etc.  Then, when they read the play, it reinforces what was just discussed.

This is a method for studying the writings.   The students read and re-read the writings until they can pronounce the words and also discuss the meanings of the Writings.  The performance gives a reason to practice reading, but in my case was not the primary focus.  In weekend session about half the time is spent reading the script.  In a week long session about one third the time is spent actually practicing for the performance.  In 1 day sessions most of the time is practice.  I’ve found that going through the play in parts and having at least 2 full readings (start to finish) is enough.  The students may be loud during practice, but once on stage, each student typically is reading the entire play.  And hopefully their hearts are touched by some of the quotes.  Students will lose their place.   Ask all the students to follow along and help others who have lost their place.  If there is a long delay, other students, can fill in.  Another important reminder is to remind them to speak into the microphone (if used).
As you work on the play, you might find parts that the student struggles with.  Being flexible to delete parts at the last minute or cross out difficult words if there is not enough time available for practice.  I’ve had students get sick just before the performance and re-assign the readings to another student.  As you can tell, for summer schools, the performance is only a fractional part of the class.
Art Supplies

- 3 ring binders

- lined paper for notes.

- 5.5” x 8.5” papers (8.5” x 11” cut in half) – papers to write attributes on

- pencils

- Highliters – yellow not recommended.  It doesn’t show up well with bright stage lights.
- blank paper for the kids to draw on during the lecture parts of class.

Welcome – introduction to the class

Have each student stand up, state name, and community

Concepts:

Where we have been 

Where we are now

Where we are headed

There are 2 main points are repeated throughout the class.  These are taken from the Ridvan 2007 message of the Universal House of Justice.

1) “Baha’u’llah has commanded His followers to teach the Cause”

2) “…junior youth, the future champions of the Cause and builders of His civilization”

I would use the handouts for discussion, having each student read a sentence.  Then I would go back to the beginning and analyze and discuss the passages similar to the technique used in Ruhi book 3.

Examine where we have been:

Document – Purpose.doc.

Use quote “Having created the world….”  in purpose.doc.  This quote covers the reason for the creation of man, what separates man from animals, and the purpose of the manifestations.   I’ve found that by quoting this from memory (at least the first paragraph) makes the students listen and follow along more intently.

Then cover the quote line by line.  Use a flip chart to draw the world, some animals, people, etc. while discussing the quote.

Ask the students who are the Messengers of God.
Document – Dispensation.doc.

Now that we have the creation of the world, the next discussion is the separation of time into “ages” and “dispensations”.  This document covers the last 6000 years and the next 500,000 years!  (This can be done using the flip chart.  Passing out the quotes is optional)

Brief coverage of the declaration of the Bab, the exile and declaration of Baha’u’llah. Abdu’l-Baha as the successor of Baha’u’llah.

Heroic Age 1844 - 1921

Bab – 
Baha’u’llah -
Abdu’l-Baha – In America - 1912
Tablets of the Divine Plan 1916-1917, guidelines for the spiritual conquest of the planet, the conquest of the human heart.
Formative Age  1921 - 

Shoghi Effendi – Appointed by ‘Abdu’l-Baha
The Universal House of Justice – created by Baha’u’llah.


Execution of the Tablets of the Divine Plan



Current 5 year plan is the next stage – 2006- 2011

Advancing the process of entry by troops. Goal until 1921

Infallible guidance.

Golden Age – World Order of Baha’u’llah is a good reference, but is not the focus of this 

class.


Future


Baha’i State


Baha’i world commonwealth


The Universal House of Justice as world governing body.
Letter of 12/27/05 from the Universal House of Justice – ends with the quote “Heroes are they…”

Document – Heroes are they prayer.doc.

Have each student read 1 sentence from the prayer.
Point out that Abdu’l-Baha is asking God with “throbbing heart” and “streaming tears” to help us.

Document – Heroes are they large edition.doc
This is just the quote “Heroes are they..”  Use this to summarize the play, the plot, etc.

Read through the script – 
without assigning parts, have the students read through the script aloud.
Try to get through Scene 1 and Scene 2 .  As time permits, discuss parts of the script.  Remember, most of the script is quotes.

As they read, take notes on who reads well.  

During the lunch break, assign parts.

Now comes the juggling act of assigning parts. 

Show the costumes before going through the assignments. Wait until another session to actually pass out the costumes.  Showing the costumes might alleviate some debate when some students want the same part.  It may be necessary to explain that’s is a short class, and because of time limitations the parts were assigned.  Sometimes, a student volunteers for a part, if no other student volunteers, they can be given the part.   If they are a good reader, make sure it’s a part with many lines.  You might ask if there is anyone not comfortable with their part, (for example the dog or bird costume).
Pass out highliters, so that the students can highlite their parts.  It’s usually best if they highlite the part name, for example BIRD 1, and mark around the actual script.  If the stage has bright lights, the yellow highliters won’t show up.  If they use red or blue on the text, sometimes they won’t be able to read through the highlite.  It’s not that critical if they do mark on the text, but this is just a note to be aware of.

Document - Kitabi-Aqdas_exhortations.doc  (PASS OUT PAPERS)

This document contains a list from the Kitabi-Aqdas on attributes we should acquire.

The Principle of Oneness.doc –

This document outlines how the oneness of mankind is the pivot around which all other principles revolve. (actual quote used of teacher reference)

Have each student read one.  Pause and discuss as seems appropriate.

As others are practicing the play, those not practicing can be writing attributes on the 5.5 x 8.5 cards.  These will be passed out to the audience at the end of each scene where it says “pass out papers”.  This happens during the sections where the generals say “Arise…Arise”.  The are symbolizing arising and spreading the Cause.

Other things that could be written down on the 5.5” x 8.5” cards:

Start a devotional meeting.

Attend a study circle.

Teach childrens classes

Start a junior youth group.

We are primarily spiritual beings.

Materialism / How to battle it.
Document – OCEAN OF TRUE UNDERSTANDING.doc
Document – Trials a Gift from God.doc

These elements are in the whale section of the play.  Emphasis “attain the shores” … not even enter the ocean.  Don’t take to much with you when trying to go to the beach, it’ll slow you down. (In case you don’t live near the ocean, it could be relevant for going to a lake too!)
Document – Trials a Gift from God.doc
Document – The Human Heart.doc
Hidden word used at the end of the play.  Baha’u’llah has claimed the human heart as His.

Document - Words Defined.doc

Contains definitions for teacher reference.  Can be passed out if teacher feels it’s applicable.
Additional notes.doc

These were other notes that I found during research for the play, I thought they were interesting.  The section on prayer may be used as a topic for discussion.
Word_scrambled_1.doc
Word_scrambled_2.doc

Word_scrambled_1.doc contains many words from the “tempest” quote at the introduction.  With smaller groups it was used as a discussion.  With larger groups, the class can be split into smaller work groups to discuss the meanings.

The play was taught at a weekend Baha’i School with the following schedule.

Class 1 – 80 minutes
Introductions

History

Class 2 – 80 minutes
Read through the script – Scene 1 and Scene 2
Lunch Break

Class 3 – 40 minutes
Assign reading
Sort through the costumes

Students highlite their parts
Class 4  - 45 minutes
Practice the script – without costumes

Move all tables and chairs to the side.


Practice as if on stage.  Have students step forward when its their turn.  Explain 

that they will need to step up to a microphone (if used).

Class 5 – 80 minutes
Class time
Class 6 – 80 minutes
Class time
Class 7 – 40 minutes

Play practice
Class 8 – 45 minutes

Play Practice
Evening Performance.

Any questions?  I can be contacted at  jims@mveng.com
I would be interested to hear if you use the play.

With Warm Regards,

Jim Schechter
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