“Know thou of a certainty that thy Lord will come to thine aid with a
company of the Concourse on high and hosts of the Abha Kingdom.”

By the righteousness of God! Whoso openeth his lips in this Day and maketh
mention of the name of his Lord, the hosts of Divine inspiration shall descend
upon him from the heaven of My name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. On him
shall also descend the Concourse on high, each bearing aloft a chalice of pure
light. Thus hath it been foreordained in the realm of God's Revelation, by the
behest of Him Who is the All-Glorious, the Most Powerful.

(Bahd’u’lléh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahd'u’lldh, p. 280)

For thy part, rejoice at this best of all glad tidings, and rise up to exalt the Word
of God and to spread abroad His sweet savours in all that vast and mighty land.
Know thou of a certainty that thy Lord will come to thine aid with a company of
the Concourse on high and hosts of the Abha Kingdom.

(Abdu’l-Bahd, Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Bahd, p. 43)

Day and night I entreat and supplicate to the Kingdom of God and beg for you
infinite assistance and confirmation. Do not take into consideration your own
aptitudes and capacities, but fix your gaze on the consummate bounty, the divine
bestowal and the power of the Holy Spirit -- the power that converteth the drop
into a sea and the star into a sun.

Praise be to God, the hosts of the Supreme Concourse secure the victory and the
power of the Kingdom is ready to assist and to support. Should ye at every
instant unloosen the tongue in thanksgiving and gratitude, ye would not be able
to discharge yourselves of the obligation of gratitude for these bestowals.

(Abdu’l-Bahd, Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Bahd, p. 104)

By the life of God! the angels of heaven magnify thee, the Supreme Concourse
praise thee, the party of the Kingdom of EI-ABHA announce to thee the glad-
tidings and the hosts of the unseen assist thee and render thee victorious through

the banners of Baha'.
(Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of Abdu’l-Bahd v2, p. 239)

O Lord! Confirm him, aid and strengthen him through the hosts of the Kingdom,
so that he may become the cause of the spread of the Word of God, the cause of



joy and happiness to the friends and the means of awakening the negligent. Thou
art the Mighty and Powerful and Thou art the Precious, the Almighty, the Wise!

(Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of Abdu’l-Bahd v2, p. 340)

The hosts of the Kingdom of Abhd are drawn and filed up in battle-array on the
plain of the Supreme Apex and are expecting that a band of volunteers step upon
the field of action with the intention of service; so that they may assist that band

and make it victorious and triumphant.
(Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of Abdu’l-Bahd v2, p. 441)

Therefore, sing ye the sweet melody in the assemblages, entreat ye at the
Threshold of the Kingdom of the Lord of Hosts and beg ye for confirmation and
assistance. The Guide of Providence will appear and the "beloved of divine gift"

will unveil her luminous countenance.
(Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of Abdu’l-Bahd v3, p. 666)

With hearts overflowing with the love of God, with tongues commemorating the
mention of God, with eyes turned to the Kingdom of God, they must deliver the
glad tidings of the manifestation of the Lord of Hosts to all the people. Know ye
of a certainty that whatever gathering ye enter, the waves of the Holy Spirit are
surging over it, and the heavenly grace of the Blessed Beauty encompasseth that
gathering.

(Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of the Divine Plan, p. 40)

When the friends realize that the hosts of the Kingdom are waiting to rush forth
and assist them, that others from their own ranks have arisen and have been
successful, that everyone can find some effective method of teaching according to
his own particular capacities and talents, they will then no doubt arise with
greater confidence to take the first step, and this, we know, will be aided and
guided from on high, for the very act of striving to respond to God's call will
bring in its wake countless divine blessings.

(Letter from the Universal House of Justice, dated March 3, 1977, portions of which can be found in the
preface to The Individual and Teaching: Raising the Divine Call, pp. vii-viii)

The Baha'i teacher must be all confidence. Therein lies his strength and the secret
of his success. Though single-handed, and no matter how great the apathy of the
people around you may be, you should have faith that the hosts of the Kingdom
are on your side, and that through their help you are bound to overcome the
forces of darkness that are facing the Cause of God. Persevere, be happy and
confident, therefore.



(From a letter dated June 30, 1937, written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, published
in The Individual and Teaching, pp. 23-24) (Compilations, Quickeners of Mankind, p. 50)

Know thou of a certainty that thy Lord will come to thine aid with a company of
the Concourse on high and hosts of the Abha Kingdom. These will mount the
attack, and will furiously assail the forces of the ignorant, the blind.

(Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Bahd, p. 43)

Today firmness in the covenant of servitude is the means of effectively flinging
forth the divine proclamation into all horizons and this firmness is conducive to
the power of the word of the teacher; for in this day when one arises to herald
the Kingdom of Abh4, a magnetic power is produced which attracts the rays of
confirmation; the hosts of the supreme concourse will make whosoever is sincere
victorious and the power of the Holy Spirit will assist him.

(Abdu’l-Bahd, Divine Philosophy, p. 34)

The invisible hosts of the Kingdom are ready and eager to rush forth to the
assistance of such as will have the courage to weigh the issues involved and to
take the decision commensurate with these issues.

(Shoghi Effendi, The Unfolding Destiny of the British Baha'i Community, p. 233)

Putting on the armour of His love, firmly buckling on the shield of His mighty
Covenant, mounted on the steed of steadfastness, holding aloft the lance of the
Word of the Lord of Hosts, and with unquestioning reliance on His promises as
the best provision for their journey, let them set their faces towards those fields
that still remain unexplored and direct their steps to those goals that are as yet
unattained, assured that He Who has led them to achieve such triumphs, and to
store up such prizes in His Kingdom, will continue to assist them in enriching
their spiritual birthright to a degree that no finite mind can imagine or human
heart perceive.

(From a letter dated April 1956 to all National Spiritual Assemblies, published in "Messages to the Bahd'i
World 1950-1957", p. 102) (Compilations, The Compilation of Compilations vol II, p. 218)

The invisible hosts of the Kingdom are ready to extend to you all the assistance
you need, and through them you will no doubt succeed in removing every
obstacle in your way, and in fulfilling this most cherished desire of your heart.
Baha'u'llah has given us [a] promise that should we persevere in our efforts and



repose all our confidence in Him the doors of success will be widely open before

us....
(Shoghi Effendi, dated 22 September 1936 to an individual believer)

Today, the Lord of Hosts is the defender of the Covenant, the forces of the
Kingdom protect it, heavenly souls tender their services, and heavenly angels
promulgate and spread it broadcast. If it is considered with insight, it will be
seen that all the forces of the universe, in the last analysis serve the Covenant.

(Selections from the Writings of "Abdu’l-Bahd”, p 228)

With this vision before them, let each and every one of them arise, joyously and
wholeheartedly, with fresh dedication and determination, and respond to these
soul-stirring words of their Guardian:

"l direct my impassioned appeal to obey, as befits His warriors, the
summons of the Lord of Hosts, and prepare for that Day of Days when
His victorious battalions will, to the accompaniment of hosannas from the
invisible angels in the Abha Kingdom, celebrate the hour of final victory."

(Custodians, Ministry of the Custodians, p. 97)

The hosts of the Abh4 Kingdom will assuredly guide and sustain them, and will,
if they persevere, crown their high endeavours with success. May their example
be followed by an increasingly large number of their fellow workers.

(Shoghi Effendi, Dawn of a New Day, p. 63)

The invisible hosts of the Abha Kingdom are arrayed and ready to rush forth and
ensure the triumph of every stout-hearted and persevering herald of the Faith of

Bahd'u'llah.
(Shoghi Effendi, Directives from the Guardian, p. 76)

The hosts of the Abh4 Kingdom are rushing forth, as promised, to direct their

steps and reinforce their power.
(Shoghi Effendi, Messages to America, p. 14)

Let no excessive self-criticism or any feelings of inadequacy, inability or
inexperience hinder you or cause you to be afraid. Bury your fears in the
assurances of Bahau'llah. Has He not asserted that upon anyone who mentions
His Name will descend the "hosts of Divine inspiration" and that on such a one
will also descend the "Concourse on high, each bearing aloft a chalice of pure



light"? Step forth, then, into the arena where all His loved ones are equally
summoned, equally challenged and abundantly blessed. For to teach, Baha'u'llah
Himself affirms, is to do the "most meritorious of all deeds". And at this
extraordinary moment in the history of the planet, nothing whatever is of more
critical importance than inviting people of every sort and every gift to the

banquet table of the Lord of Hosts.
(The Universal House of Justice, Ridvin 152, 1995)

Every soul who travels through the cities, villages and hamlets of these
states and is engaged in the diffusion of the fragrances of God,
should peruse this commune every morning:

O my God! O my God! Thou seest me in my lowliness and weakness, occupied
with the greatest undertaking, determined to raise Thy word among the masses
and to spread Thy teachings among Thy peoples. How can I succeed unless Thou
assist me with the breath of the Holy Spirit, help me to triumph by the hosts of
Thy glorious kingdom, and shower upon me Thy confirmations, which alone can
change a gnat into an eagle, a drop of water into rivers and seas, and an atom
into lights and suns? O my Lord! Assist me with Thy triumphant and effective
might, so that my tongue may utter Thy praises and attributes among all people
and my soul overflow with the wine of Thy love and knowledge.

Thou art the Omnipotent and the Doer of whatsoever Thou willest.

(Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of the Divine Plan, p. 72)
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The following supplication is to be read by the teachers and friends daily:

O Thou kind Lord! Praise be unto Thee that Thou hast shown us the highway of
guidance, opened the doors of the kingdom and manifested Thyself through the
Sun of Reality. To the blind Thou hast given sight; to the deaf Thou hast granted
hearing; Thou hast resuscitated the dead; Thou hast enriched the poor; Thou hast
shown the way to those who have gone astray; Thou hast led those with parched
lips to the fountain of guidance; Thou hast suffered the thirsty fish to reach the
ocean of reality; and Thou hast invited the wandering birds to the rose-garden of
grace.

O Thou Almighty! We are Thy servants and Thy poor ones; we are remote and
yearn for Thy presence, are a thirst for the water of Thy fountain, are ill, longing



for Thy healing. We are walking in Thy path and have no aim or hope save the
diffusion of Thy fragrance, so that all souls may raise the cry of 'O God, guide us
to the straight path.' May their eyes be opened to behold the light, and may they
be freed from the darkness of ignorance. May they gather around the lamp of
Thy guidance. May every portionless one receive a share. May the deprived
become the confidants of Thy mysteries.

O Almighty! Look upon us with the glance of mercifulness. Grant us heavenly
confirmation. Bestow upon us the breath of the Holy Spirit, so that we may be

assisted in Thy service and, like unto brilliant stars, shine in these regions with
the light of Thy guidance.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise and the Seeing.

("Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of the Divine Plan, 1977 Edition, pp. 61-62)
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The spreaders of the fragrances of God should recite this prayer every morning

O God, my God! Thou beholdest this weak one begging for celestial strength, this
poor one craving Thy heavenly treasures, this thirsty one longing for the
fountain of eternal life, this afflicted one yearning for Thy promised healing
through Thy boundless mercy which Thou hast destined for Thy chosen servants
in Thy kingdom on high.

O Lord! I have no helper save Thee, no shelter besides Thee, and no sustainer
except Thee. Assist me with Thine angels to diffuse Thy holy fragrances and to
spread abroad Thy teachings amongst the choicest of Thy people.

O my Lord! Suffer me to be detached from aught else save Thee, to hold fast to
the hem of Thy bounty, to be wholly devoted to Thy Faith, to remain fast and
firm in Thy love and to observe what Thou hast prescribed in Thy Book.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

"Abdu’l-Bahd, Tablets of the Divine Plan, 1977 Edition, pp. 88-89)

(Prepared by Kambiz Rafraf)



