Dialogue between a Christian and a Bahá’í and miracles
The following is from the book “Adib Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Baha'u'llah v 3, p. 39”

In the earlier days of the Bahá'í Faith when religion was still a vital force in society and exerted a far deeper influence upon the hearts of men than it does nowadays, people asked for religious proofs when they took part in discussion with Bahá'ís. One of the major questions was that of miracles. Many people believed blindly in them and the task of the Bahá'í teacher was to explain the reality and true significance of miracles in religion. But when beliefs are held fanatically a mere explanation is not always successful. This is why some of the old teachers of the Faith, when conversing with a dogmatic person whose religious beliefs bordered on vain imaginings, conducted their discussions in such a way as to enable him to first see the hollowness of his ideas, and then to present him with the Message of Bahá'u'lláh. This often helped those who were sincere and pure-hearted to see the light of truth.

To cite an example, here is the gist of a dialogue between Haji Muhammad Tahir-i-Malmiri,[1] one of the early believers, and a Christian missionary in Yazd. The former has recorded his recollections of this dialogue in his memoirs. The following is a translation of a part of this interesting discussion:

[1 The father of the author; for more information see vol. 1, Appendix II.]

Some years ago a Christian clergyman... was touring Persia doing missionary work. While staying in Yazd he used to give public lectures and interview such people as he regarded as prospective converts. He knew the Persian language well and had a fairly good knowledge of Persian life, habits and trends of thought. One morning I, together with a couple of friends, went to see him at the missionary house. He received us very kindly. We exchanged greetings and after indulging in a few minutes of ordinary talk the subject of religion was broached. So far as I can remember the following is the gist of the conversation that passed between us:

I: What do you know about the Bahá'í Faith?

He: I am afraid I do not know anything about it.

I: What do you know about the Christian Faith?

He: Well, I know almost everything about Christianity.

I: Could you please explain to me some of the things you know about the Christian religion?

He: Oh yes, by all means and with pleasure. But is there anything particular you want me to describe?

I: I would like you to prove for me the authenticity of Christ's message; in other words, how can I be sure that the Christian religion is true and divine?

He: But you already believe that Christ was the Son of God and that Christianity is divine in origin, don't you? 

I: Yes, in fact I do; but this belief came to me through the word of Muhammad, and since you regard him as an impostor, then in that case his word loses its authority altogether and none of his utterances can be trusted to contain truth.

He turned round and reached for a copy of the New Testament which lay on his desk. He then started reading passages concerning miracles performed by Christ -- raising the dead, curing the leper, healing the sick, etc. Then after a pause conversation was resumed as follows:

I: I regret to say that your readings did not help to enlighten me on the subject. I shall appreciate it if you will kindly demonstrate for me the truth of Christ's revelation by means of rational proofs.

He: I am sorry we don't have anything other than what is given in the Book.

I: Muslims attribute lots of miracles to their prophet, Muhammad.

He: There is not a grain of truth in all that they say.

I: The Jews categorically deny all these miracles you ascribe to the person of Christ, as you deny those miracles which Muslims attribute to Muhammad.

He: You know Jews are our antagonists, and as such you should not expect them to utter words in praise of our Lord.

I: Muslims also argue the same way. They say since Christians reject Islam as a false religion, therefore the view they hold regarding our Prophet is highly biased and distorted.

He: You ought to be sure that the charges they bring against us are all baseless.

I: Now let us see, if an earnest seeker sincerely wishes to comprehend the reality of Christ's mission, do you think these miracles will lead to the truth?

He: Oh yes, I think these miracles are the greatest proof of His mission.

I: But can anyone regard miracles as conclusive proof without witnessing them?

He: Yes, you ought to be sure that it all came to pass.

I: Can we accept the miracles attributed to Muhammad as true without any visual evidence?

He: Certainly not.

I: How is it then that in the case of miracles which you attribute to Christ there is no need for evidence, whereas in the case of Muhammad's it should be substantiated by visual evidence?

He: Because we regard Muhammad as one of the false prophets and the so-called supernatural acts of his are mere fabrications.

I: The Zoroastrians attribute some miracles to Zoroaster. Can we accept their assertions without any evidence?

He: No. For the simple reason that we do not recognize Zoroaster as a divine messenger.

I: Bahá'ís attributing certain supernatural acts to the Báb, the Forerunner of the Bahá'í Faith, who appeared in Shiraz, Persia. Can we believe what they say?

He: I think Bahá'ís can be trusted, but even so they must furnish evidence in support of their claim.

I: Now let us see, how is it that all the creeds other than Christianity Will have to substantiate their assertions by evidence while you maintain that the words written in the Bible ought to be accepted arbitrarily as conclusive proof? 

He: As I said, we don't have any proofs greater than miracles, however, if you can produce anything from Bahá'u'lláh superior to those acts of Christ I shall be much delighted.

I: So long as you fail to appreciate the reality of Christ in its true perspective and persist in regarding miracles as the decisive test for a prophet -- miracles which you have never seen nor could prove to have occurred in their outward sense -- I am sorry to say that you won't be able to know Bahá'u'lláh.

He: Then what is the conclusive evidence other than miracles?

I: We Bahá'ís believe that the proof of Prophethood must be something so convincing, so overwhelming, that no one in the whole world could deny or be able to question its validity.

He: Can you tell me what that proof is?

I: I did not mean to say what that proof is. I simply wanted to point out the essential quality of such a proof. You already know that the Jews, Buddhists and Zoroastrians deny those miracles you attribute to Christ, the same as you reject those which Muslims, Buddhists and Zoroastrians ascribe to their respective prophets. Therefore miracles ought to be dismissed altogether as a conclusive proof, because they fall short of the essential quality such proofs must possess.

He: That sounds right and I agree with you, but is there any proof you could call conclusive?

I: Now, I will tell you something, please see if it stands the test.

He: Very well.

I: I think no one in the whole world would deny the fact that over 1900 years ago there lived a man named Jesus who rose up and declared Himself as one who embodied the Spirit of God.

He: Yes.

I: Well, do you think there is anyone who could deny this fact? Even those who disbelieve in Him admit that He did claim to have been invested with such a mission, though they might say His declaration was a false one. Is there anyone who could say there is no Christian in the world, that those many millions who bear allegiance to Christianity do not owe their faith primarily to the Word of Christ or that Christ influenced his adherents through acquired knowledge or through material wealth or power?

He: Certainly not.

I: Can you or I or any other human being on this planet, guided by his own impulse, stand up to-day, say the same thing that Christ said and succeed in establishing a new religion without any material means?

He: That is splendid. How about Muhammad? (8)[1] [1 See vol. 2, pp. 21-2, for the rest of the dialogue.]

The greatest miracle of the Manifestation of God is that He changes the hearts of people and creates a new civilization merely through the influence of His word. Every word that He utters is creative [1] and endowed with such potency that all the powers of the world will not be able to resist the world-vivifying forces that are released through it. Like the animating energies of the spring season which are let loose in abundance and penetrate to the core of all living things, the creative Word of the Manifestation of God revolutionizes human society and by its resistless force breaks down man-made barriers of opposition, creating a new race of men and a new civilization. [1 See more explanation about the Word of God in vols. 1 and 2.]

There can be no miracle greater than this, a miracle that every unbiased observer can witness and the glory of which can never be dimmed by the passage of time. But those who have no spiritual insight and follow their own vain imaginings have opposed the Manifestations of God and one form of this opposition is to demand the performance of miracles.

When Bahá'u'lláh was in 'Akká, four Muslim divines from the village of Manshad in the  province of Yazd sent a letter to Bahá'u'lláh introducing themselves as followers of Azal in order to test Him. They posed two riddles and promised to accept His Cause if He revealed the correct answers. This is a translation of a part of their letter:

The first question is to inform us of the death of a certain man or woman of Manshad, by predicting the exact hour, and the date of death, the cause of death together with the name of the person, the name of his mother, his address, the description of his relatives and family and altogether every detail of his personal status.

The second question is to inform us of the birth of a certain child, by predicting its sex, the name of the mother, and of the father, and the exact time and date of birth in this year...

Man, with his petty mind and narrow vision and in an egotistical mood, stands before his Lord, challenges Him to comply with his trivial and idle fancies and warns the Manifestation of God that unless He produces what is demanded of Him, He will be rejected. How dreadful this seems to anyone endowed with a measure of spiritual insight! The questions put to Bahá'u'lláh on this occasion are as comical as they are pitiful. In answer to this a lengthy Tablet was revealed by Bahá'u'lláh, partly in the words of His amanuensis and partly His own words, admonishing the writers for their perversity and blindness in testing God. In it He announces the advent of the Day of God, and states that the outpouring of His Revelation has encompassed the world. How grievous then is the plight of those who are seeking proof when the signs of His power and majesty are evident on all sides. This is not the day for asking questions but for hearkening to the call of God and embracing His Cause. He reminds them, by quoting various passages from the Qur'án, that the unbelievers of a previous dispensation had demanded the performance of miracles from the Prophet of Islam. They asked Him to send down angels from heaven, to make water gush forth out of the earth, to cause the sky to lie shattered in pieces, to produce a house made of gold, to ascend to the heavens and bring back a book and many similar demands. The study of the Qur'án makes it clear that Muhammad's response to these preposterous requests was that the main proof of His Mission was the revelation of the Word of God.
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